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1. Jacob dwelt in the land of his father's sojournings, in the land of Canaan.
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R. Nahman b. R. Simha of Breslov was born in 1772 in Mezibobv in the Ukraine, and was the Besht's
great-grandson. As a child his talents were recognized, especially his piety. In 1798 he spent a few months in the
Holy Land. As the years passed there erupted a number of bitter controversies between him and other Hassidic
leaders, and most famous was the opposition by R. Aryeh Leib of Shpola (the Zeide of Shpola) to him. As a result of
this last controversy, he relocated to Breslov, where he paved new paths in Hassidism, including prayer,
solitariness, simple faith, importance of joy, and denouncing giving up hope. He contacted tuberculosis, and
requested to be buried in Uman, where thousands of Jewish martyrs had been buried in the previous generation.
He died in Uman in 1810 at the age of 38. He did not appoint a successor. Most of the writings ascribed to him
were written by his disciple R. Nathan Sternherz of Breslov from his oral discourses.



